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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 5087 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR CB CH VN 

SUBJECT: GKR PRESS CLAIMS THAT KHIEU SAMPHAN IS DEAN 

1. IN WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE FIRST GKR PUBLIC COMMENT ON THE 
KHIEU KAMPHAN TRIP, THE OFFICIAL PRESS ORGAN AGENCE KHMER 
PRESSE (AKP) HAS PUBLISHED AN ARTICLE ENTITLED "TO REPLACE A 
PHANTOM, PEKING AND HANOI ARE USING A DOUBLE". THE ARTICLE 
NEVER MENTIONS KHIEU SAMPHAN BY NAME, BUT REFERS SARCASTICALLY 
TO A "REVOLUTIONARY CHIEF" WHO AVOIDS CONTACT WITH THE PRESS, 
WILL NOT BE PHOTOGRAPHED, WHOSE VOICE CANNOT BE RECOGNIZED, 

ETC. AKP GOES ON TO SAY THAT CHOU-EN-LAI HAS PARTICIPATED IN 

THIS "MISE EN SCENE" BY "RECEIVING HIMSELF A PERSONAGE ABOUT 
WHOM EVERYTHING INDICATES THAT HE IS ONLY THE DOUBLE OF A MAN 
WHO CEASED TO LIVE IN 1967". 

2. COMMENT: IN PRIVATE CONVERSATION, MANY KHMER EXPRESS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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DOUBTS ABOUT KHIEU SAMPHAN'S CONTINUED EXISTENCE, BUT FEW 
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WILL STATE THEM AS DEFINITIVELY AS THE AKP ARTICLE. THE 
EXISTENCE OF A KHIEU SAMPHAN "DOUBLE" IS OF COURSE A MATTER 
OF CONSIDERABLE SENSITIVITY TO THE GRUNK/FUNK MEDIA, WHICH 
DOES ITS BEST TO KNOCK DOWN SUCH SPECULATION. AND "KHIEU 
SAMPHAN" HIMSELF HAS REBUTTED THESE "SLANDEROUS ALLEGATIONS" 

ON HIS CURRENT TRIP. 

DEAN 



CONFIDENTIAL 
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